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THOMAS RODNEY. 

BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from page 23.) 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Dover Jan y . 12 th 1803 
My Son 

Yours by the last mail came to hand 

I find by looking over the Eeport of the Secretary of 
the Treasury that the Commissioners at the Court of 
London are allowed £1500, Sterling a Year, and that 
the Exchange is Estimated at the Treasury at 6.666 
dol s . our Money — and that 7400, dol s . a Year are Al- 
lowed for Expenses of the board and Contingent Ex- 
penses So that the 6666 dol s . afs d . are entire to each 
Commissioner. This Seems like a hansome Compensa- 
tion with advantage of Visiting Europe but the Gov- 
ernor says it would be difficult to supply my place here 
and other friends fear it would be disadvantageous to 
our State Politics — in respect to the next Grand Elec- 
tion of Governor and President &c I feel at some loss 
Myself in Deciding which will be best, and shall per- 
haps be Influenced in my determination by the Advice 
of friends — I take it for granted that the Spanish Com- 
missioners will be allowed the Same as the Brittish — 
and there is a great difference between 500, dol s . a Year 
and 6,666, d s . but as I have refused far greater Offers 
and advantages heretofore on Account of my Country 
than is now proposed; So I should prefer her welfare 
on the present Occasion to the Superior Compensation. 
If it should be thought best for me to continue at home 
— I have Intended if My State of health will permit to 
visit Wilmington the latter part of this month or the 
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first of next to Assist in planting fruit Trees & c . & c . at 

your cool spring farm 

Thomas Rodney. 

N.B. Sam White is Elected Senator for 6 years from 
the 4 of March next 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Dover July 4 th . 1803 
My Son 

I have wrote to Governor Hall, not having Time to 
go down — and have sent your Letter — Beginning to 
think seriously now ahout my long Journey it behoves 
to prepair for it — I think it best to go to Pittsburg in 
a Chaise — If Susan should not go with you then yours 
would do, but if she does I should like to have a new 
one made, and if so the sooner a workman is engaged 
the better — It must be Strong yet as light as possible 
& and I shall want to be very neat also, for if I git a new 
one shall take it with me in the boat to the Naches but 
the Horse expect must sell at Pittsburgh — but Carriage 
must be done by the tenth of August or I would not 
Engage to Take — request you to make Enquiry if one 
can be had by that time Complete 

I shall want a number of books, but some few Ex- 
cepted will have them sent from Philad a . by Sea to New 
Orleans or the Naches I expect to visit the Federal City 
sometime this week or next but wait to hear from the 
President Peter Stout and John Faris, goes with us 
to Louisville down the Ohio — and a number of young 
men here have a strong desire to go — war it seems is 
declared and nothing is more probable than that New 
Orleans if not Ceded to U. S. will be one of the first 
objects of the Brittish — We had a hansome Entertain- 
ment today at M rs . Cooks and a fine Turtle, and very 
Excellent firing by the artilery — 13 dined, and they 
afterwards increased to 30 or 40 — the Harvest pre- 
vented many — I expect they will send a list of Toasts 
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by the Mail but I left them to write to you and the 
Governor &°. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Caesar A. Rodney. 

Fort Bedford (Pensylv n .) Aug*. 30 th . 1803 
My Son 

We arrived at this Place yesterday Evening And are 
resting here today and set off on our Journey for 
Wheeling again tomorrow Morning — We have yet met 
with no adverse circumstance to this place and our 
Horse is Still in high Spirits and our Carriage altho 
They have already rolled us over ten or a doz Mount 03 , 
and numerous hills abounding with Rocks and Stones — 
I have Enjoy* as we came along the luxury of Many 
feasts in View in the Various dignified & magnificent 
Landscapes produced in our route but perhaps the most 
stupendious and Grand are the gaps where the Juniata 
breaks through the two ridges of Mountain Called the 
Warrior Ridge and Bedford Ridge ; we passed the first 
about a mile above Wayne Ville and the latter about 
a Mile below Bedford — They are both high Ridges tho 
Not as high as the South or North Mountain or Sidling 
hill — this town is but small and does not promiss much 
increase there are but few or no houses in it that can 
be called Elegant — There is no signs of the Old Fort 
left a Tavern now is kept on the ground where it stood 
— we put up at Smiths where Judge Ridle & most of 
the Gentlemen of the Barr put up and as it is Court 
week we have been Introduced to Judge Ridle and sev- 
eral gentlemen of the Barr — Indeed three of them, to 
wit M r . Clark, M r . Brown and M r . Dunlap passed us on 
the road by which means we became acquainted at the 
Stages — There seems to be a great many People at- 
tending & much business in the Court now — The Situa- 
tion of this place is very pleasant and I am told very 
healthy — It stands on the west side The west branch 
of the two branches of the Juniata which we passed 
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within a mile of the Town, and is surrounded by moun- 
tains at a small distance the Valley Exhibiting the 
appearance of hills & dales &c I have found Leamons 
here and at Several Stages on our road so that my own 
are not out yet — the road we have passed tho worse as 
we are informed than any we have still to pass was not 
so Terrable as has been represented and is Very pass- 
able all the way in a Carriage. Indeed the Mountains 
which appear the most Terrable to Travellers in appre- 
hension are not near as bad as some of the Lesser hills 
where the road is often more steep than on the moun- 
tains — The Sidling hill which dreaded most afforded 
one of the best roads we have met with about the moun- 
tains but between that and Juniata I think was the 
worst road we have met with, the road from there to 
Bedford is pretty well — however I am well pleased that 
Susan did not come on because the road from Hartford 
to this Place would mostly have been too ruff for her — 
Yet on Horseback it may all be called good road — It is 
the jostling of a Carriage among the Stones that ren- 
ders it Tiresome yet I have never been the least wary 
since I left Harris on the Top of the South Mountain 
— M r Shields and myself both continue very well — we 
expect to be at Wheeling in five days from this time I 
shall write to you again from there and you must com- 
municate word to Dover as I have not Time to write 
to any of them there from this place — The Major was 
to have fallen in with us here but can hear nothing of 
him perhaps he may have gone on to Wheeling — My 
love to Susan & the children and to Capt n Hunn & 

family — 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 

Wheeling on the bank of the Ohio Sept r . 7 th 1803 
My Son 

We reached here Monday Evening last about 6 
"Clock That is the Evening before last both of us verv 
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well and our Horse as good or better than when we 
set out without either of us being unwell by the way or 
having Met with any Adverse Accident — and Major 
Claybourne arrived yesterday before Diner also very 
well and all of us in high Spirits — On enquiry and in- 
specting the Boats here we found not fit to Venture 
Down the River in & therefore fixed on a Plan of a 
Batteau 30 f. long and 8 P. wide with Comfortable ac- 
commodations and Calculated to take us down in the 
Shortest time possible and agreed with Carpenters who 
are to have her Completed by next Tuesday Evening 
or before if possible- — M r . Lewis the Presidents private 
Secretary (who I thought was near the head of the 
Missouri by this time) is on his way here from Pitts- 
bourg and will be here to day his baggage has already 
arrived and he is to the water here it is said — we have 
had applications both for our Horse and Expect to sell 
them without loss a Gentleman from near Anapolis who 
has been to Chillicothe and is on his return home with 
his Sister on Horseback he wants the Carriage but if 
I should not sell it as there is two Merchantal Boats or 
Arks here Loaded and only waiting for the water to rise 
I can send it down at small Expense by one of them — 
In Coming to this place we road 8 miles along the bot- 
tom land of Wheeling Creek and crossed the Creek 
which is now nearly dry 16 times and passed through 
the most romantic Scenes that we have anywhere met 
with tho the Country through which we have passed 
abounds with them and when we drew near the Town 
we ascended a Mountain near 500 f. high and when we 
reached the Summit a View of Wheeling and the Ohio 
and all the Country round burst at once upon — The 
Town and Biver seemed almost under our feet the 
decent to them being Very steep & Wheeling stands on 
a Slip of flat ground between the Mountain and river 
which is about 50 f. above the water of the Biver — It 
Contains about a hundred Houses mostly framed or 
Logged, but some brick ones it is a Cleaver little town 
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and appears to be thriving there is a great many 
Taverns and stores and Mechanics in it so that we shall 
be able to git all we want for our Voyage and live very 
well while we are obliged to stay — Those who appear 
to be best informed here say we may git down in 4 
weeks to Natches from here — we take two men used 
to the Eiver with us to row us down when we cannot 
sail — and we carry 4 oars that two of us may assist at 
Times our Selves and our boat will be so Constructed 
as to sell for more down there than she will Cost here 
we git it built at a Dol r . and a q r . p foot that is 37 dol 3 , 
it will have 4 Comfortable berths in the Stern two on 
Each Side and will be Covered with Painted Canvas 
12 feet with Curtains to roll up occasionally like the 
Stages &c. &c. but I do very much wish I had an Oper- 
tunity to send the Horse back instead of Selling him 
for Certainly there never was a better or more Valuable 
Horse — so gentle so Careful and so Excellent in going 
up and down the hills and Mountains and never faul- 
tered failed or lost his Spirits in the least the whole 
way — The Ohio is Certainly in its appearance one of 
the most beautiful rivers in the world Clear sandy 
shores and clear pelucid water winding through the 
woods and Mountains in the most animating and ro- 
mantic manner — They f ourd over it here every day and 
it takes horses and Cattle up to their Sides The Shoalest 
place however is about 40 miles below this and two 
farmers who live near it say it is now about two feet 
deep there and our boat will not draw more than 8 
inches — The Eiver however rose 4 inches the night we 
arrived by a heavy shower that fell just after we went 
to bed — as I have not time to write to any body Else 
at present let them know at Dover that I am very well 
and Expect in Eight days to spread our sail on the 
beautiful Ohio— I shall write again before I go to you 
and to Fisher & c . at Dover give my love to the Children 
and all friends. 

Thomas Rodney 
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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Wheeling on the Ohio Thursday Sept'. 8 th 1803 
My Son 
As the Mail will not Close till 5 "Clock this afternoon 

1 have taken my pen this Morning to write a few lines 
more by this Post — I feel some Anxiety about the 
Safety of my papers at Dover and as the Key of my 
room was left with you nothing can be done with them 
without your Direction and as you will be obliged to 
go to Congress Next month and will be away all Winter 
you will take such Measures before you go as to have 
them placed somewhere in safety — If any Trusty fam- 
ily should rent the House in which they are it will per- 
haps be best for them to remain where they are paying 
rent for the Eoom — Otherwise they must be moved to 
some other room where they will be safe — This M'. 
Fisher and Sally will give you any aid in doing that 
may be necessary at my Expense which you will attend 
to and I expect I need not say more on this Subject — I 
left J. Stevens's Lease in the hands of M r . Fisher to 
be delivered to you or if you did not attend to it for 
him to receive the next half year Rent which will be 
due on the 1 st of Jan y . next. — Also he was to attend to 
the Meadow and Hay and the Plantation to receive 
your Share of the produce, one third, of what Charles 
and Aron makes thereon, and they to continue next year 
Unless you determine otherwise I released Aron, Fall, 
and Shadric from all past demands up to the first day 
of Jan y . next — and they are to make no Charge up to 
that time for work They were to save the Hay & have 
one Stack a piece & as much more as you or M r . Fisher 
think proper and M r . Fisher is to have what he may 
want for his winter and whatever remains he will dis- 
pose of as you think proper The boys were also to work 

2 days at least all of them Including Charles Hudson 
Negro on the bank to make it up good and strong and 
to put a weight on the Lid of the Trunk to sink it as 
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the Tide rises and M r . Fisher was to attend to have this 
done and pay for the Iron necessary in doing it out of 
rent — This being done direct all in future as you think 
proper The rent the Negros were to pay for their 
Cabins and Lots was Ten dol s . a year to Aron, Fall, 
and Shade, and will Continue at that after Jan y . next 
unless you Direct otherwise — David Pell by a New 
agreement pays only one Dollar a year for ten years 
from the Time his Eent Commenced which I think was 
Three or four years ago first day of this month and 
then to deliver up the Lot with the House and all Im- 
provements that may be on it. I mentioned this to M r . 
Fisher — I also left a Memorandum in my writing Desk 
which may have mentioned some of these things or 
others do not remember the particulars — 

Capt n . Lewes came here yesterday in his Barge from 
Pittsburgh and Canoos which he had to draw by Horse 
or Oxen over several riffs in the Ohio before he got 
here — he called on me yesterday Evening but I had 
gone to the Ship yard to hurry our workmen — he Dines 
with us today — his Barge draws 2\ feet water but our 
Batteau will draw only 8 Inches So that there is no riff 
below this that will stop us The Shoalest water below 
this is two feet at one place only The rest of the River 
all good, but as the aspects of the Planets all promise 
it I expect plenty of water even for Lewes before we 
shall sail — Lewes offered me a berth in his Barge but 
as he goes only to the mouth of the Ohio and then turns 
up the Misisipi it would not sute us — and our Boat will 
be Equally Comfortable — I shall write to you again by 
the next mail which will leave here on Saturday next. — 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Wheeling Septf. 12 th . 1803 
My Son 

Yours of the 31 st . of August came to hand by the last 
Saturday Mail — am very glad that you and Susan got 
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safe home and found all well there I hope the ride will 
be of great Service to Susan as well as yourself but I 
am glad Susan did not come any further as the road 
would have been too ruff and tiresome to her — for some 
of the Level road is so Stoney as to be even worse than 
the Mountains — but it is possible she may yet have the 
pleasure of asnd'g the Mountains above the Clouds as 
I think the road over them may be much Cheaper and 
Easier turnpikeed than the Eoad between Philad". and 
Lancaster was done — and the Spirit of the People ap- 
pears Strongly in favor of a Turn Pike road into the 
western Country and doubtless it is the Interest of 
Pensylvania to have this done immediately I have been 
astonished to see the great intercourse there is between 
the western Country and Baltimore and Philad a . the 
road is Constantly Crowded with Wagons going or 
Coming over the Mountains. 

I had some Expectations from a hint in your letter 
that we should have seen you here within this day or 
two Yet hardly think you can leave Your business as 
you will have to be absent at Congress so long. P. 
Stout and N. Drew arrived here yesterday Evening — 
we Expect to leave this on Wednesday or thursday 
next — Capt n . Lewes Left here on fry day last but we 
Expect to overtake him before he gits out of the Ohio — 
Drew has offered to take my Carriage back but I In- 
cline to send it down to Natchez as I am told the roads 
are fine there and I expect Caldwell with whom we deal 
here will take the Horse without loss &c. Our Boat will 
be Comfortable — My love to Susan and the Children — 
My friendly regard to Capt n Hunn M rs . Hunn and Miss 
Hunn— Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Wheeling Wednesday Sepf. 14 th 1803 
My Son 

Your Letter of Sepf. 2 d . came to hand by the Mail 
this Morning and I am Exceeding glad to hear you are 
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all well and I can say to you that I continue very well 
and I am told that the passage down the river is always 
very healthy and there is an old sedate gentleman here 
who tells me that he had been sick many years and in 
that State set of down to Natches 8 years ago & that 
before he got halfway down the Ohio he got heartier 
than he ever had been and has Continued so Ever since 
— I wrote to you from Bedford and Several Letters also 
from this place since I came but see you had only rec'd 
that from Chambersbourg perhaps I may hear from 
you again by next Saturday Mail which will be the last 
that will arrive before we go as our boat will be 
launched to-morrow and we shall be ready to go on 
Saturday immediately after the arrival of the Mail 
which comes at 8 "Clock A. M. I sold the Horse and 
Carriage this Morning to a M r Carter for one Hundred 
and Sixty Dollars to be paid in such Articles as we 
want which saves our Cash & c . our boat will be both 
light and Comfortable — our berths will be covered with 
Painted Canvas and Lined with Baize or Flannel and 
we have Mattrasses to Lay on &°. two hands to row go 
down with us and Peter Stout has joined us here to go 
as far as Louisville at least and perhaps all the way 
so that we shall have a Social Company — Young Drew 
was with Peter but turned back homeward by way of 
Federal City this Morning — I have wrote several times 
to Fisher but have not received any Letters from him 
yet — we all Dined together yesterday and had a pleas- 
ant afternoon Bemember our Trunk and have it Ex- 
pedited round as soon as possible — My Cocked Hat I 
left at home in my room for you as I could not take it 
up to Wilmington I left a round black hat there Either 
in the Trunk or hanging up in your office which may go 
in the Trunk — It will take us 8 or ten days after Sunday 
next to reach Louisville — if you think a Letter may 
meet us there you can write but with direction to for- 
ward it to Natchez if we should have passed before it 
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reaches Louisville — as soon as the water rises the large 
boats will be going down every day 4 or 5 are now 
loaded here and only waiting for water — 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Wheeling Saturday Sept r . 17 th 1803 
My Son 

Have been unavoidably detained here two weeks but 
our Boat will be Completed by afternoon so that we 
shall leave this to-morrow Morning — The water is very 
low but there is Enough for our boat in the Shoalest 
places and beside there has been heavy rains among the 
Mountains which water will begin to reach here to- 
morrow as the Manangahala was considerably raised 
yesterday Having agreed to take two young Ship Car- 
penters with us to Lime Stone we shall have 7 person 
board to that Place & five afterwards including our 
two Oarsmen — P. Stout is here and proposed going 
down to Louisville with us but today has concluded to 
go on by Land & meet us there & inclines if he can git 
his business done in Kentuckey to go down to Natchez 
with us & so round to Philad". by sea 

After receiving this Direct your Letters to Natchez. 
I wrote to Fisher by last Mail and shall write again by 
this but have heard nothing from him but what you 
mentioned & the Mail to day bro'. nothing from you or 
any of our friends — I continue very well and am so 
busy as not have time to say more only give my love to 
Susan & the Children and all friends 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Limestone on the Ohio October the 3 d 1803. 
My Son 

I have only Time here To write to you so that you 
must write to Dover — we left Wheeling the 21 st . of Sep'. 
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and arrived here last Evening a Little after Sun down 
— we have met with no difficulty on the way only once 
at Amberson's Island we missed the Channel over the 
Riffle and forced the Boat over when there wanted only 
a few Inches water and made a small hole in her bot- 
tom so that we had to take her to shore on the Island 
and having a Carpenter on board he soon repaired the 
breach so that we were delayed only half a day — I have 
frequently in the night Traversed the River in our 
Skiff (for we have a small Skiff besides our Batteau) 
in the night and when the Skiff would not do have 
waded the river for an hour at a Time to find the best 
water over the Riffles but now we have passed all the 
Danger I have Continued in a high State of health and 
Vigor and indeed am obliged to be as the Major says 
the Ulysses of our Voiage for Shields has relented and 
lamented frequently and once deserted us (at the mouth 
of Great Kanhawa) to return home but next day per- 
sued us by land and overtook us at great Siota River 
— and the Major has sometimes thoug'. our Voiage hard 
but swares he will not desert me to me all has been 
pleasure Instead of fatigue — we drink the waters of the 
Ohio and they are so Excellent that I need no Beverages 
only I use a little whisky with them Continually for 
whisky is the Universal Spirit of this Country and it 
agrees with me so well that tho I have Excellent wine 
on board I seldom use any — we have the fogs every 
morning Very thick Till nine oclock yet they do us no 
Injury — we have Eat the Sucker which is a pretty good 
fish and the Soft Shelled Turtle which Excells every 
thing but our Bay Tarripins — we have been in Com- 
pany with a M r . Woods boat from Wheeling almost all 
the way and she goes with us to Cumberland River — 
Since we had our boat repaired before she leaked again 
and the Carpenters are now Corking her — There were 
only a small place or two where the Corking had given 
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way so that she will be ready for Sea again in Two 
hours or Thereabouts we have now Tried her suf- 
ficiently to know we shall have no further Trouble with 
her — Our Lodging on board is Exceeding Comfortable 
and having a Nice Cookstove we live Very well — The 
Major is Chief Cook and Shields his Deputy — we bro 4 . 
Down Two young ship carpenters and their Luggage 
to this Place which made our Boat very heavy to what 
it will now be — Capt\ Lewis passed this place ten days 
ago so that we shall overtake him at Louisville where 
be expected to stay a week — The Current begins to be 
rapid now to what it has been and will increase every 
day as we go down — we Expect ten day will take us 
to the Misisipi and ten days more to Natchez but I shall 
write again from Louisville & perhaps from Cincin- 
natti — give my love to Susan and the Children and my 
Respects to all Enquiring friends. I cannot give you 
any further Sketch of our progress till a better oper- 
tunity — only I will mention that the Ohio is full of 
Islands but we have seen none of them highly improved 
but Blany Hazards where we Called and Dined and 
were very politely Treated and pressed to spend the 
afternoon and Mght but as M rs . Blanyhazard was un- 
well I would not stay least it should be inconvenient to 
the family He has a very Ellegant House and Settle- 
ment and is a Man of Genius. 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ceesar A. Rodney. 

Cincinnati Ocf. 7 th 1803 Fryday. 
My Son 

We arrived here yesterday Evening and being obliged 
to have Washing done have Delayed here today. Early 
in the Morning M r . Thomas H. Williams came on board 
With a Letter of Introduction from Capt". Lewis who 
only left here Yesterday — M r . Williams wanted to go 

Vol. XLIIL— 9 
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to the Natches with us which as he had no baggage to 
add to our load but his Cloaths Concented to take him 
as he is going down to Settle There. — We got our boat 
well Corked and payed at Lime Stone and she has not 
leaked any since but now floats very light and rows 
Easy — I wrote you from Lime Stone which I expected 
to reach you before you set of to Congress, but this will 
come to you there After breakfast I took a view of the 
Town which Contains now near 400 Houses and many 
of them Very good ones The State House or Court 
House is a grand Elegant building but is not yet fin- 
ished — I took View also of Fort Washington but this is 
in a State of ruin and great parts of it gone and at 
best was but a Temporary fortification Suted only to 
guard against the Indians — when I return*. General 
S'. Clair was waiting for me to Invite us to dine but I 
had Ordered Dinner on board and Excused myself but 
promised to wait on him in the afternoon — which I did 
— but had not time to visit those antient fortifications 
which he says is back of the Town and that there are 
more Extensive ones at Muskingum all of which he at- 
tributes to some more antient Inhabitants of this Coun- 
try than the Indians — but I still doubt this — He says 
he found a piece of Milled Coper Coin which he sent to 
M r . Jefferson quite Legible which was found in the hill 
between the higher and lower part of the Town in Cut- 
ting a Street through it in doing which they Cut through 
an Indian Mound where several other Curiosities were 
found — a Pewter impression of the piece of Copper 
Coin was sent to one of the Eastern States and I think 
I remember to have seen a publication respecting it 
that it was a piece of German Coin — I have seen sev- 
eral of the Indian Mounds some broke and some un- 
broken — they seem to be nothing from all I can learn 
but repositories of the dead yet as I omitted from our 
hurry to examine those reputed old fortifications at 
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Muskingum I am almost inclined tho we intended to 
set of Early to Visit those here — I not only Continue 
healthy but seem rather to increase in health or in flesh 
at least but we have been delayed so much I feel in a 
hurry least I should trespas on my main duty — As our 
Expense has been greater than I expected perhaps I 
may draw on you at this Place or Louisville for 50, 
or a hundred Dollars which if I should do you will be 
very punctual in paying out of the 500, Doll 8 to be re- 
ceived on the first day of Jan y . next as that is the only 
fund I can draw on — 

Peter Stout left word at Lime Stone that he would 
join us at Louisville which if he does we shall have 
five besides our rower down to Louis ville which we 
Expect to reach in four days after we leave this which 
will be Tomorrow by Twelve oClock at furthest and 
Earlier if I do not stay to view those supposed old 
Fortifications — Oct r . 8 th The Major and myself spent 
the Evening at M r . Finleys (receiver of this District) 
and this morning Early I went to view the old fortifi- 
cation afs d . It is a regular Circle with an Open Space 
about one hundred yards on the East Side toward the 
old Indian Town where the Present Town also stands 
the Circle incloses about Ten Acres and the Mound is 
regularly of the same hight and weadth all round its 
hight about six feet and has probably been 11 or Twelve 
as there is at this day no appearance of ditch inside 
or out — Large Trees grew on it the Stumps still re- 
main and I examined one that was 150, years old when 
Cut down — but I shall refer you to some future letter 
for my Comment on these Circumstances I wrote to 
Fisher from Limestone tho when I wrote to you thought 
I should not — but cannot write more so that you will 
ment n . to him our arrival here & our Immediate de- 
parture in good health — give my love as usual — 

Thomas Eodney 
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Thomas Rodney to Caesar A. Rodney. 

Louisville at the Falls of the Ohio Saturday 

Oct r . 16th, 1803 
My Son 

I wrote to you from Limestone and from Cincinnati 
and Expected to hear from you at this place but have 
been up at the Post office and find no Letters there 
from any friend — we arrived here at one o Clock today 
— Our Voiage is indeed more tedious than I expected 
the wind is so uniformly against us that we could have 
gone twice the distance up the river in the same time — 
but altho this has greatly retarded our progress I am 
greatly pleased with this Circumstance because it ren- 
ders the Eiver Convenient with Suitable Boats to be 
navigated up as well as down and general St. Clair 
told me that the wind blows uniformly up the Eiver 
nine months in the year but the Season has now come 
when they usually change so that I trust our future 
progress will be much more rapid than our past — In 
passing Kentucky Eiver I saw a hansome little Town 
on the bank of the Ohio on the uper side of Kt y . Eiver 
but as we had then a fair wind I did not land — but I 
landed at Powder Creek and walked 4 miles to the Big- 
bone Lick to View it and 4 miles back to the mouth of 
Bigbone Creek where the Batteau met me Shields went 
with me and took the gun & Killed a Turkey on our 
rout — I viewed what bones and pieces of bones are 
left there but most of the large bones have been taken 
away — Capt n . Lewis had taken the Large Tusk lately 
found which is ten feet from the root to the point in 
a straight line and measured along the Centre of the 
Tooth or Tusk along the Curve is fifteen feet and 
weighs a hundred and eight pounds — and Col. Cham- 
bers got a Tooth considered as a Gaw Tooth that 
the man who found it told me weighed 17 lbs . I have one 
of the same kind and form but have not weighed it 
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yet but suppose it will weigh ten pounds but it looks 
very little like the Tooth of any animal however the 
man affirmed that he took the other out of the Gaw 
where it grew — but that (jawbone was gone & he knew 
not who had taken it — I have also a small piece that 
Scaled off the great Tusk and some small pieces of the 
Inner part that had Crumbled off on its being exposed 
to the air — I measured the face part of a head (the rest 
being gone) that was three feet a cross in the widest 
part — and I measured the Sockets of two Shoulder 
blades that were 9 Inches the widest way their form 
being oval — I measured also two thigh bones pretty 
large but not larger than a large Buffalo — Indeed I 
am inclined to think from the Circumstances of the 
Salt Lick that no animals larger than Buffalo have per- 
ished there and that those bones, Tusks, & Teeth & c . 
supposed to be of some huge animal never Known 
in any part of the world — are only Fossil Concre- 
tions formed from the bony matter deposited at 
these Licks in the course of hundred or thousands of 
years but as the publick opinion is current to the Con- 
trary it will require some Examination of the Composi- 
tion and an evident Current of reason to show that na- 
ture is disposed in her own Course of operations to 
form such deceptions as it is evident she does in respect 
to Shells and why not bone — but more of this at an- 
other time — M r . Williams who I mentioned in my last 
letter met us here and Capt n Lewis's boat passed the 
Falls just before we got here but I am informed he will 
be detained here all next — we shall Endeavour to pass 
the rapid tomorrow or next day — but we are obliged 
to accommodate ourselves here for the Remainder of 
our Voiage — The mail arrives here and goes off again 
Tomorrow at Two Clock — Since we left Limestone our 
Vessil has remained sound and tight and I continue 
remarkable healthy tho often in the water and often 
Exercise with the Oar and with my Gun — This is a 
hansome Town & thriving very fast There is a good 
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many new brick & stone Houses built or building in it 
— Back of the Town is the Largest Indian Mound I 
have seen. It forms a beautiful Emminence a Little 
way from the Court house and appears to be a hundred 
yards long & sixty wide but did not step it and cannot 
be less than 20 or 30 ft high there are two hollows or 
ponds near where no doubt the Earth was taken that 
composes it I saw a smaller one in the uper part of the 
Town Lots broken but had not time to go to it — The 
Falls make a formidable appearance and now just in 
the Evening are roaring Loudly There is a Pilot here 
to Conduct us through when we go — The wild geese 
make great noise here too but we have got none yet — 
we have seen the wild Turkies plenty on the banks of 
the River but they are not fat yet — perhaps Letters 
from you may reach us by Tomorrows mail — if not 
shall not hear from home till I reach Natches, and if 
I hear from you Tomorrow, the Mail closes so soon 
after shall not have Time probably to write again I 
shall write to Dover by this Opertunity but in case it 
should miscarry or be delaid you can write to Fisher 
to let them know we arrived here safe — Shields has 
been a very Timid Companion indeed and full of ap- 
prehensions were Babyish, but mends since his flight 
and return — and probably the Voiage may be of great 
Service to him — he and the Major are both very well at 
this time and begin sometimes to Exercise themselves 
at the Oar — give my love to Susan and the children 
and my respects to Capt n . Hunn & family and Remem- 
ber me to our friends Docf & Col. Tilton Warren Way 

Lee & °- Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

On the Ohio off the Mouth of Tenessee Nov r . 3 d . 1803. 
My Son 

Being now on 12 miles from Fort Massac whence I 
expect this letter will go to you by the Post I have taken 
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up my Pen to write that we may not be detained there 
as the Time we have left is but Short to reach Natches 
by the first of December — I wrote last from the Falls 
— and as I have not Time to write to any body Else by 
this opertunity you must inform other friends of our 
Situation — I still Continue healthy, and have not been 
unwell at any Time which Indeed may in some degree 
be said of all the Crew they say indeed that I am grow- 
ing fat and this may be said of all the rest of our Com- 
pany — The most distant Excursion I have had since I 
wrote was to the Saline Creek Salt Spring 20 miles 
below the Wabash Eiver — Eor this Purpose we stoped 
at what is Called the Shawnee Towns 12 miles below 
"Wabash which place instead of presenting anything like 
a Town or Houses is Nothing but a Ledge of Eocks 
forming a rising pavemn*. from the water to the hill 
shore which makes it a fine Landing Place a new road 
is Cut from this place to the Great Salt Lake Spring 
—on the 29 th Ult. at 4 oClock P. M. I set off with my 
Umbrella in my hand to walk to the Spring with M r Wil- 
liams who took my gun and ammunition — we reached 
there at 8 "Clock and too late to see anything as it was 
dark that is only moonlight long before we got there — 
All the Country round this place is wilderness and not 
Even a House or Settlement at the Works all the Cover 
they have is a Large Shed over the Salt works the Eve 
of which is at least 8 ft high and the Sides all open and 
only the ground to lie on and that very hard and un- 
even and filthy — this is the Situation of all the work- 
men and we could git no better & were obliged to En- 
camp there for the night neither had they anything to 
Eat or drink their meat and whisky being out but we 
had taken a Bottle of whisky and Some Biscuit — The 
Saltworks are under the direction of a M r . Flaharty a 
robust backwoodsman — There was 4 persons there 
from a distance after Salt and one of them lent me a 
very good great Coat and Flaharty spread his own 
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Buffalo Skin and blanket for us to lie on but I could 
not Sleep and sat up by the fire most of the night 
talking with Flaharty and one or another of the people 
there who were all of the same kind of rambling being 
and acquainted with great part of the western Country 
— They have 34 Kittles in their Furnace and Can make 
15 bushells of Salt a day when they are Kept steadily 
at work — but Flaharty says the water will supply them 
Constantly yet he says when they stop a day the Spring 
overflows and runs of tho the well is 14 f\ deep & ten 
feet square, yet one of his workmen told me there was 
water Sufficient for as many more Kittles — Flaherty 
says it takes 300 gall of water to make a bushel of Salt 
but some of his workmen said it did not take so much 
water — The Salt they make appears excellent and he 
says it has no bitter water that is there is no bitterns 
left in the Kittles in making it. He says the water of 
the half moon or dry lick, which is 3, miles further up 
the Creek, is a Third stronger than the water at the 
Spring — The reason of its being called the dry lick 
was because there was no Spring there but upon boring 
5 or 6 wholes with a 6 Inch auger Twenty one feet deep 
the water soon flowed to the Top and run over them — 
I felt a Strong Inclination to see this lick also but was 
too tired and could not well spare the Time he says the 
bason licke there is larger than any other in the back 
Country and Spreads over 4 or 5 Acres Now I return to 
the Spring it rises in a small pebbly or Stony bason at 
the foot of a Mountain about 200 yds. from the Creek 
it has not been much licked I suppose because the beasts 
supplied themselves with salt by drinking the water 
which Constantly flowing from the Spring in a larger 
Channel which it has made down to the Creek — Hun- 
dreds of Parakeets are every day drinking this water 
as it now Escapes as I saw when there these beautiful 
birds are numerous there tho I have not seen them any- 
where else, they seem very fond of the Salt water — 
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having thus mentioned the spring as it respects salt 
I now proceed just to mention some of the Evidence 
it affords of the Former Inhabitants of this Country 
— In settling the Salt Furnace & diging for other pur- 
poses on the nole where the works stand which forms 
the lower side of the bason round this Spring, abun- 
dance of the pieces of broken Stone were Salt Kettles 
are dug up large than those now used which contain 
28 gal s . These are found from three to ten feet under- 
ground, [covered by seal] them I have got with — They 
appear to be composed [cov. by seal] and mussle shells 
— also they dug up the skeleton of [torn by seal.] man 
and his pipe which was of the same kind of stoneware 
as the Salt Kettles — and a long the side of a hill or 
mound a little way from the Spring, they have dug up 
heaps of human bones — but no large beast bones — 
These things show that this Spring, has been the ob- 
ject of great attention perhaps thousands of years ago 
and by a People anticedent to the Present race of In- 
dians — a Eemnant of these People if report be true still 
remain on the banks of the Misouri a man at the Salt 
Works told me he had been 70 miles up that River as a 
Hunter, and heard a M r . Evans, who had been up it 
1800 say that he met with a nation of white People that 
Cultivated the Earth and were quite a Civilized People 
and very friendly and who spoke an unknown language 
different from that of all the Indians & c . & c . — I said 
I bad heard such story published of M r Boone he said 
he knew Boone & had been at his House on the Misouri 
but did not hear him mention it. Give my love to all 
friends, 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Gwsar A. Rodney. 

Fort Massac on the bank of the Ohio Nov r . 4 th . 1803. 
My Son 

I omitted to mention that I did not draw any Order 
on vou from Cincinnati or Louisville as I intended be- 
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cause M r . Williams who came with us from there hav- 
ing Money with him which he had no use for proposed 
lending what I might want & I took what I wanted 
of him to he repaid at Natchez for our Journey & 
Voiage has been Eked out so long that it has taken more 
than I expected and when I git to Natchez expect per- 
haps I may have occasion to draw on you for one hun- 
dred Dollars, unless our boat &°. should sell so as to 
reemburse a good part of the first cost — we have been 
so opposed by the winds that I now grow anxious for 
our progress least we should reach Natchez by the first 
of December but our Boatmen say the Current in the 
Misisipi is so strong that he Expects we can git there 
in ten days from the mouth of the Ohio which we ex- 
pect to reach the day after Tomorrow I also grow very 
anxious to hear from home and Expect Letters and 
papers there waiting our arrival — but Considered in 
the respect to the navigation of the Ohio the uniform 
winds which have opposed our progress is a pleasing 
Circumstance as at a proper Season of the Year 
it will make as Easy to go up the River as it is 
to go down at other Times which will in Time when 
the Trade Comes to be properly Regulated, redound 
greatly to the advantage of our Country but the 
Navigation of the Misisipi is better Known and I 
shall pay less attention to it and Indeed make no de- 
lay that will impede our Voiage As we have but one 
hand to row Constant the Major Shields and "Williams 
Cook day about in rotation and row more or less every 
day — and I also frequently take my turn at the oar 
when I have Time — I mentioned in my other letter that 
the Cave in the Rock so much spoken of Dwindles into 
a Trifling Phenomona when Examined The front in- 
deed supported by Massy Pillars of Rock on both sides 
of the Rock Presents the most novel and dignified ap- 
pearance about it— as to fine Stream spoken of and a 
second Chamber or appartment &°. the stream is now 
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dry and when running is only Composed of water that 
ouses through Cracks of the Eocks and Collects and 
falls through an apperture made hy a Crack a Cross 
the middle of the Cave The whole through which it de- 
cends when running was assended by the Major and 
Shields and Examined and the Chamber was no more 
than a yard or two round and Evidently formed by a 
decomposition of a small part of the rock occasioned 
perhaps by its Cracking and the waters ousing and 
flowing through that way as they discovered mud and 
Sediment Collected on the bottom of the Small Cham- 
ber They went up by a ladder, that is the body of a 
small Tree with Steps cut on one side — Three or four 
miles higher up the river is a much more novel & agre- 
able Phenomona on the same Side of the River a Cres- 
cent formed in a high Rocky Mountain with its open 
front to the River the wall of Rock around it perhaps 60 
or 80 ft high and a Cavern under the bottom of the walls 
all round the Crescent nearly as deep under the wall 
as the length of the Cave & 10 or 15 f. high in front 
in the bottom of the Crescent and perhaps Exactly mid- 
way a beautiful stream of pure water falls over the top 
of the wall at a part that appears a little lowered for 
that purpose here is formed a beautiful cascade or one 
of the finest shower baths that could be Contrived and 
here I in joyed it as such by leting it fall on my head 
— as the water falls it runs off in a stream under the 
front of the wall round the Crescent to the River be- 
hind this we walked under the wall perhaps 30 yds 
within the front which hung over us — In the Centre of 
this Crescent is a mound probably 60 f. above the water 
of the River when full which gently declines all round 
the Crescent to the floor of the Caves at the front of 
the wall and from the front of the Crescent down to 
the river So that the whole together looks likes a vast 
amphitheatre Presenting a dignity beyond the works 
of art. The wings on each side the front of this Cres- 



140 Thomas Rodney. 

cent are Vast walls of Rock with perpendicular face 300, 
or 400 P. above the water in the River This Country 
abounds in Phenomona of this kind but shall refer you 
to better opertunity for more — and proceed to ask how 
all are at home how are your Children — how are La- 
vinia's? beloved children — I long to see them; and how 
is Susan and our friends 1 and how is Government [in- 
jured by seal] on! Present my best respects to the 
President to [injured by seal] and to M r . Gallatin — 
Capt n Lewis who we left at the [injured by seal] Ex- 
pected to overtake us but as he has not come up with 
us yet do not Expect to see him before we leave the 
Ohio 

Your affectionate Father 

Thomas Rodney 
N. B. I was told at the Salt Spring by Flaherty & 
a Kent F. man that was there after Salt that a Tusk 
had been found at the highland Creek Saltlick that 
weighed 172 lbs one when it was whole and the other 
after it was broke in two out of curiosity or for the 
Convenience of moving — but I had heard of this at 
highland creek tho I was there all night Flaherty S d . 
it looked as much like a Horn as a Tusk and was hol- 
low in the Centre so that he run his arm into it with 
his fist doubled but they did not know what became of 
it afterwards. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Chicasaw bluffs Wednesday, Nov. 16 th 1803 
My Son 

As I am obliged to tarry here to-day where we ar- 
rived at Eleven Oclock, to git some Cloaths washed I 
imbrace the opertunity of informing you of our Prog-, 
ress — we Entered the Misisipi at nine o Clock this day 
week — have been just 8 days in this River and am told 
here that we may Expect to arrive at Natchez in Ten 
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days more — we have found the Voiage much longer 
than Expected at first but I continue in good health 
not having been the least unwell since I left home nor 
am I dissatisfied with my Journey, tho so dilatory — 
but you must excuse my not relating any particulars of 
our Voiage since I wrote you from Fort Massac — we 
Called Indeed at Wilkerson Ville where we found no- 
body but Indians Except one white woman who has 
an Indian husband I visited the Chief Capt" Flea of 
whom I bo' Butter and Potatoes and Viewed his Stores 
of Corn & Beans and his Cornfield and Potato Patch & c . 
They have great Plenty of Corn beans & Potatoes & c 
and seem anxious to learn to Cultivate the Earth with 
more Skill and wish for white families among them to 
learn them Agriculture & Especially spining weaving 
&°. Capt." Flea is the Chief that Besides there and 
about 200, Cherokees beside the Chief is a respectable 
Indian and his Conduct and that of his wife were very 
cleaver and they all valued themselves on being friends 
to the Americans — They Cultivated 30 or 40 Acres of 
Corn this Year, and Beans, Potatoes & c beside — The 
Chief has a Negroman who he calls Bella who talks 
very good American — he is of the Indian Color not 
black and was very Intelligent — but my Interpreter 
was an Indian which they called a Spanish Indian to 
whom I gave a very good warm vest for his attentive 
Services — he told me his name was Tom Brown and 
that in fact he was only half Indian — we got some Ex- 
cellent venison of him — and the next that we got since 
we left that was of other Cherokees and have been Sup- 
plied in the Misisipi by a Tribe of the Delaware Indians 
settled on the western Shore of the Misisipi about 20 
miles above this Place — The Ohio is a beautiful Biver 
but Misisipi is a Noble River She appears with a supe- 
rior Kind of Dignity — We see her Tremendous Work 
at Every Movement She Seems to make and Unmake 
Islands in mere Sport — and at her pleasure, Snatches 
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off or Adds large Territory to the Main Land — the 
Ohio indeed is but a Child compaird with her — I have 
Little doubt but the Islands in this Eiver if sold by the 
United States would pay the money which we are to 
Pay for Louisiana — and the Lands on the West of this 
Eiver appear to Exceed in richness the Bottom Lands 
of the Ohio Even her waters declare the Superior Eich- 
ness of her Islands — her waters are of the Color and 
turbid appearance of one of our Clyholes — yet it is 
Cool & holesome to drink — tho not quite so pleasant 
as that of the Ohio — Present my best Eespects to the 
President M rs Madison & M r Gallatin and my love to 
all friends we Dined with the officers of the Garrison 
here to-day to wit Capt n . Carmical, Lt-Mony & Lt. Arm- 
strong and have been very handsomely Entertained 
The [torn] here is a very Snug and Comfortable one 
[torn] have some pretty good wines — but the officers 
tell me they are under Marching Orders as they sup- 
pose to Occupy some of the Posts of Louisiana God 
bless you My Son and all our friends — We got the 
Presidents Message to Congress at this Place & I ex- 
pect this Letter to go on to the Post Office next week 
& leave it with the Capt n . to be forwarded as we go off 
again Tomorrow Morning 

Thomas Eodney 

(To be continued.) 



